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Nefter,xwvhen we 
and ye larger 


Pray for Dail 


y Bead, 


Sacrament, by which our Souls are 
nouriſkt for Erernity - But moſt Divines 
underſtands the word: Bread, in the Gra 


matical tenſe, becky the Figure in the 
word Waters, wk - carries divers In- 
terpretations: Some Authors will have 
theſe words of Solomen, recommentded/to 
us, Giving of Alms at all adventure, with- 
CE e to CR f Re- 
ward: | As if we were adviſed to caft'our 
Waves, that will ſoartr float away with 
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aur 


(4) 
our Eftates, than return us (1n this or - 
the" next life) a laudable Cargo. Bur'the 
Beſt and Wiſeſt, deliver the) words/in a 
contrary Senſe, which is /indeed- moſt 
Catholick, or Univerſal; affirming., To 
Te Pon, 
oo on, Is the iciLand 


Bleſſings ;. and, -in the next, an | 
weight of Glory ' Either fach on 
Fiſh as came _ e the Tax for 
nn ine ut Baton, or fon Talkie 
Bounty unto our or 

ſhall make good our: Adventufe-: That 
Rread you lo gracioully beſtow, ws po 
fail to be kad with Adv 
the Ring of St. Arne/d, in the wg 
that of Polycratas,; in Herodotus. The Fa- 
thers of the Church further 1 -us 
to-beſtow our Bread, or works of Mercy, 
with Warers; that 15, our da 
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(5) 
rr any rant Horim-romomnt 
1n the Donor, | topive, 
ictecfioer Madant-of the Bowes of 
Compaſlion ; and that the Sluces of Grief 
ſhould remain open, to render the Charity 
Perfect. 

Some would have 'the Waters here, 
ſignific diſtreſſed Merchants, poor Sea- 


' men and Paſſen that in their way of 


living, ace oaubpatted to ſtruggle with 
an Ocean of -Danger; ſo much indeed 
the word carries, and more; for by Wa- 
ters, all infirm and decayed perſons, all 

of the meaneſt-condition are ſig- 


nified; [ Apocalyps.17. 15.) ſuch as creep 


into their Graves in'Silence, that come 
and go. -withour notice, that” paſs away 
from this World without ary noiſe of 
Revenge, or pomp of Ceremonious La- 
mentation. The vulgar, the moſt com- 
mon ſort of Men,-are denoted by the 
word Waters, becauſe they are very dan- 
gerous in their Uſe and Excefles, un- 


ſettled in their Condition, always Rouling 


this: way and tother ; their Temper 1s 
Weak, their Motions Irregular, always 
$ | 3 in 


Poet made ſuch a Remark 


of Move 


when hetelleth us, The Waves of the Sea 
are gone over his head, and entered into his 
> eFcke Rabbey or at 
CIES © E - it 

troubled David, to ſee the common Peo- 
ple ſo prone to Rebellion. The firſt Eng- 
liſh Bibles of 7 yada/ and Eraſmus have it, 
[Lay thy Bread upon wet Faces,) that 
15, upon all people in a Mourning condi- 
_- tion, that water their Couches with their 


Tears, and appear lamentable Objects of 


your Pity and Compaſſion. St. Ferom a» 
lone Interprets the words in this manner, 
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[Cape areal) the bs the Word 
that is, Peat- 

ed: poke. 7 irmating you are nor 
to give your wholeſome Dorine of Sal- 


vation, to ſuch as will have you in De 
rifion. Such another Caution as that, is 


ki aHbn Fa 7 Ecclef. 3. + At 
1 dl & ovpic wy, 
won god Sed of Fo iſtiart Ad- 


Fiomnie 1 eros pon Heatts ob- 
durate and irnpemrent. *Tis a breach of 
that P Mat.;7. To caft Pearls before 
fo, w, by ol a Creed to thoſe that 
Gol L. 7 The ts wad (7 [ BY in the 
Go F Caft | 11 the 
4 famons Tranflations of the Greek 
and Zatiz Churches, is the fame with 
Sow, Send, or Scatter : "The Truth is, the 
firſt Englife Tranſlators were no very 
good Linguiſts,btit made an cafie miſtake 
of the aj Caph for Cheth, (3 for 1) 
whereas the Original [ word i is Shallah, 
£ )-they Conltrued it as Shallack, 
wo making a notorious difference in 
(ni « Berg for the latter imports De- 
liberation and Jedgmcar, the former Pro 
neſs 


- oy - L204\ IONS 
do well together, nf ſo as #4 bu 
NES oe? 
may . admit both as Orthodox,” All 


objects & of Charity are here deſigned b 
the word: Waters: .that is, the Bic 


of Mankind, all fuch as a Poor, 
Fafrm "Miſerable. Captiver 


nts os Train # xd. P: 
te yd een 
Houle-keepers , \ 4 through too much 
Truſt, and too. many bad Debts, are 
forcd ' into Sandtuary ; Widows and 
Orphans,that are ft Friendleſs and Defo- 
late; Sick or Maimed Laborgurs, Hun- 
gry. Travellers, . and w ; Penitent 
DES. and all, that are deſtirute of 
S Cotta tir with depo] 
Countenances implore your Pity. The 
World affords us ſuch vz of fad 
Objedts, that the Writer mi 
Cajalogue into a Volum : " Sonfe want 


t turn his 
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( 9.) 
Advice, ſome Law, ſome Religion, ſame 
Friends, ſome Medicines; yes, .and fo 
numerous are Human wants and imper- 
feQions, that I want.room and leifure to 
expreſs the number of fuch as are Com- 
miſſioned by Heaven' to. receive: your 
Charity ; yet all come here under the 
name. __ oma 2 age it not 
ity, to ſee. the and n Crippke, 
nel hath. a Stomach, to deſire Bread, 
but wanterh Hands to receive it ; or that 
Blind Lazar, deprivedof Eyes, wherewith 
he might behold his own Nakedneſs; or 
the thar IE of his Taſte and 
Feeling, by Icy diſtempers; or grievous 
Caſualties? Have you Avg beliekd the 
treacherous Limbs of ſome people, Rot- 
ing away before their Faces? Some have 
their Spirits ſo darkned, they guide them- 
ſelves, while Reaſon hath loſt the right 
uſe of ' her Organs; others ſadly want 
common Senſe, to diſtinguiſh the Food 
that is. ſafe, from that which is un- 
wholeſome; ſhewing us where Nature 
will. leave us, when we are forfaken by 
Heaven. 
There 


C19) 

There remains yet, another Querz, 
raiſed from theſe words of Solomon, (Caſt 
thy Bread upon the Waters,) Whether the 


Royal Prezcher did intend them for a 


inte or 2 Conncel> The One doth 
abſolutely oblige, the Other recommends 
2 matter of Practice; If a Precept, the 
words. muſt be included in the Moral 


Law, and univerſally Bind all perſons of 


"Were it no more than ſound 
| Advice, ſome Men. only ſhould abſerve 
, =: Co but take it, (as it is) 

of that Eternal Law of Na- 

which ought to influence all Man- 

AC might oo laid, all - Creatures, } 
What livig thing is there in the World, 
that doth not communicate ſome bene- 
fit to. its fellows? and by conſequence, 
ſheweth it ſelf loving and ſerviceable to 
_ the other parts of the Creation. And 
| ſhall Man alone degenerate ? Shall he 
chat is Maſter of Reaſon, ſhew himſelf a 
Beaſt to his Companions, whulſt the moſt 
Irrational part of the Univerſe teacheth 
him the way to be Charitable? Let him 
not know, how to prove unkind fo his 
; Fellows ; 


_ Fellows; that cannot 'but know,” how 


WE) 


much he hath received from our go 
Maſter. 


' You may prove S$9/omoy's words 
of rhe Law of Nature, by ard 


CharaQers of the Soul, Hat exert Wh 


Powers in the pradtiſe of Pagans. We 


find among thoſe people, that are yet mn 
the ſhadow, poſitive Rules of pg) 
both to their own, 'and to Strangers; 
which not deriving themſelves from the 
Edits of Divine Revelation, muſt- be 
aſcribed to the provident Dictates of 
Nature. 
But we may better prove Alms a Duty 
from the expreſs Reaſon of Holy Scr 
rure; wherein 7ncharitableneſs is Kos 
dered 25 a grievous Sin, becauſe it is in- 
conſiſtent with the Love of God, and di- 
realy contradifts the meaning of Di- 
vine 
That moſt eminent Seer puts the 

Queſtion, x Joh. 3.17. He that ſeeth his 
rother in want, and ſhutteth up his Bowels 
f Compaſſion from him, how dwelleth the 
of God in him ? > The Querz oe 

as 


| 1] 

(as-in ſeveral-other, places in the Bible,) 
is put for a vehement. Negative ; and im- 
ports, that in obdurate hearts, the Love 
of God cannot be Refident. The Prayers 


of Uncharitable people are not-anſwered ; 


for God giveth us, becauſe he percieves 
us free to give, and forgive others: He 
that ftoppeth his ears af the cries of the 
Poor, ſhall cry himſelf, and not be heard, 
was 2 Proverb in Fury, continues 2 

great Dr all the World over, (Prov. 


= . 51.03.) rl Gu for ſo God delights to retalliate 


hy Xe Love (in my occaboons our 
Wants, beſpeaks Unhappinels for us 
_ In this Life, and.in the next, everlaſting 
ore. There 1 ef not. another Sin 
charg' Damn'd Dives, beſides his 
TOE of Char - and thoſe Wretches that 
in St. Math. 5. were con- 
x to only for their unkindneſs to the 
Brethren, and their groſs defects in the 
vilible part of this Duty. . 
_ - You would ask, wh a6 of 
Decalogue, the Rule of Charity i 
tain'd ?  Bellarmine following -; 


4 © =. cz, &# wc fi to 
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thing that'we are ob Ti 
© Gr the br comes wiki hePro 
cinds of Charity | 


he rhar'is able ro'Give, "and rich 


for his Relief, Robs obs his r Neighbotr 
of his juſt-Comfort; =o of his'Ho- 
nour. Therefore; the Phraiſe is changed, 
St. Lak. 16.9. Fre oves Precept, be- 
come an. Evangelical Law ; where'it is 
notleft at our choice, to do good';* but 
we ate Charged/ to make us Friends with 
the Manmon of Unrighteouſneſs. Tis cal- 
led aohprr ren Heaks S. "5, 
not when it-is 

= is Uncharitably" erty d 


from 


( 14 ) 


e, it is 
lan Combe Poor what Tear ally 


$8 their Affliction 


; perfiug divits  neceſfaria fant -P anpert, 


faith, ge Rich mans 
£9 r wang Portions o'a5 he 


wi, are the 


As rhems that the —— ” by 
| lence ft the, Laws: of roperty. 
d ſome proceed further, 
wotds of Soom to:the Sixth Conmiand- 
went; making 7ucharitable Mennorbet- 
ter than Thieves:and Murderers ; agree- 
able ro. that of Eraleſ 34. 2x. 7heBread 


| audeth them there pit aol of Blood. 
So, thet we ſee, to de . 
viſion. from then: chae Wank;io g ſthor- 


q kom tho thos.ere NeceM@nt: —_ 


445 afta tenet: _ Aveguſiine 


+ Bb) Need), is their Life ; be that de- 


re 


be 
re 
Si 
M 
OT 
, 
at 
if 
Y 


2 Q- 


T L5 oY” 
ten-the lives of EO. and,-as much 
as in'\is lie 5, todeprive him of of Succeſſion, 
it is to Famif ur afticted Nezghbour, 
(the ſharpeſt ths) and in him 
ro ſeek to Murther his ofterity......_ 
You hear how this Edidt of Alms, has 
been referred to Three of. the Ten Com- 


mendments, Yet more pre belon 
to (ths Spd Fable, mine © 7 
neral Law, of our Neighbour; which 


(as St. John expounds It, cap. 3.28.) 
fiſts S's in words alone, but in Truth, W 
real Teſtimonies of 4 om, Who ſhall 
believe we . Love i 
rent works of Love and 22 Pr grap > The 
Scripture, teacheth us > Mako of doing 
Mercy, (Rm myGiy Fg 
only ; ior then are aQs of Chari 

Yrin'd, W 3nd Tal words are made 
of the Bene og Giving 0 Ln 

c F-12ag to Love 
and Konowf Him it his 3.10 mas 
2 Friend, and to relieve 2 Nei 
th it, An » Gu 


Our Bleſſed Saviour 
y7 of their 
EIS it _ 


Generation, who ins 3 gay 
Redemption: And we cannot 
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= this is to poor 
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preg a'very 
Ah Chr. 1s 2 wonder, to hear 


our Mercy; ; Ach 
of a living an yiracey 
eſs : For 'Charitate ipſa, nihil Charius,) 
Loye, and its EffeQts, are forme” of our 
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(t7) 
When we ſpeak: of Chriſtians, none 
can be miſtaken, where we find Charity, 
but the Giver, and he not eaſily ; bur 
admitting he may looſe part of his Re- 
ward, by valuing his Gift at too great 
a Rate, or by wronging himſelf, by the 
manner of Giving ; we have a great af- 
ſurance, that he that pretends to Faith, 
without Works, deceives himſelf, and the 
whole World, and offers to put a Cheat 
upon his Maſter ; for he doth under- 
value, at one and the ſame time, his Af- 
flited Brethren, and the Truth of Divine 
Promiſes. | 
Some tells of three ſorts of Command- 
mandments, that occur in Scripture, Af 
firmative , Negative, and Mixt : The 
Decalogue conſiſts of ſuch as are moſtly 
Negative, though ſome of them are 4f- 
firmative; As, Keep holy the Sabbath : 
Honour thy Parents, Sc. And more of 
thar fort we have in the Bible; as, 
Mourn for thy Sins ; Shew Mercy ; Do Pe- 
nance, Oc. There are alſo Commandments 
of a Mixt nature; as of Reſtoration, and 


Forgiveneſs,&c. A _ Commandment 
doth 


(18) 
ige all Perſons at all Times, Eve- 
whack and Eremally : Afirmatrve 


Precepts are binding for ever, but not 
in all Times, nor in all Places; Mixt 
Commandments oblige us at. all Times, 
and in all Places ; but not always. 

I ſhall not determine to which of theſe 
Sorts the Words of Solomon may beſt 
be _— ; but, am certain, they obli 


wer _ — 
jon; Ol that entreat their Af- 


ſiſtance. 

Caf thy Bread apon the Waters.) We 
read it Caf in our Common Zaglijb-Bi- 
bles; ini Thar if we are oblig'd 
to-caft, or ſcatter our Charity, we ought 
not to be very cunous in Examining 
every - Circumſtance concerning our 
Gift, andrhe Conditonof theRecerver ; 

but we ſhould give frequently, and hi Wi 
berally, RN an excefiive Care tofl im 
orto what p our Doxateve f8 - P; 
is beſtow'd: Itis enough, that we know | wi 
bur own — to be A_— 
| with- 
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(19) 
without ſearching too ſtrickly into the 
Meaning or Appetite of the Petitioner : 
Let us riot be too ſcrupulous in ſeeki 
a very fit Obje, ro. make the beſt 
of what we beſtow ; leſt ſuch a ſevere 
Examination ſhould obſtruct our Cha- 
rity : *Tislawful toenquire, but not with 
too much Curioſity, how the Receiver 
became Poor ; but-if he have fail'd in 
Diligence to Live, let us not fail in his 
Support, for to ſupply his preſent Want , 
which is the way to Encourage him to 
be Diligent for the future: Never let 
the Defvicable Circumſtances of any 
perſon in Deſpair, or any manner of At- 
fiction, divert thy Bounty; It is a 
Niceneſs God cannot approve, who dif- | 


penceth many Mercies to thee, where 


few are deſerved. | 

Bur if we take it according to that 
other Reading , and Tranſlate for the 
word Caſt, or Scatter; Send, or Sow; it 
implies Caution, atid addeth an Ad of 


Prudence to that of Charity: Then it 


will import a Care and Art in Giving, 


88 well as in Enjoyment. Where Solomon 


C 2 directs © 


/ 


(20) 
directs.us to ſend our Charity, he does 
intend we ſhould give 4/ms with Diſ- 
cretion, and to be Cautious in diſpen- 
cing ourBounty.. Alms is a ſort of Mer- 
chandize that we Barter with Heaven, 
and which we ought to ſend with 
Circumſpection, that they may not miſ- 
carry. Tis no Wiſe-man's way to be 
Careleſs of what he ſenderh, but he com- 
mits it to the fureſt Hands, that it may be 
fafely conveyed to the Owner: A ſmall 
Token, a Ring, or a Letter, is not truſt- 
ed with every idle Fellow that is of ſmall 
Truſt, or no good Reputation ; but we 
make it our Buſineſs, to know from 
whence the Meſſenger cometh, and whi- 
ther he deſigns to Travel, that taketh 
charge of our meaneſt Preſents. The 
Wiſe-man here adviſeth us to the ſame 
Method ; fo to fend our Alms in the fafeſt 
Bottoms, and by God's uſual Meſſengers, 
rhat they may be ſafely deliver'd ; not 
ſuffering our Contributions to Periſh, or 
ſtrengthen the Hand of the Evil-Doer: 
We muſt not Give with a Deſign to pro- 
moteevil Councels, ill Pradtites or bad 
= "m_ 


( 21”) 
Company ; leaſt of all , muſt we give 
to further Laſcivious Courſes, or multi- 
ply Places of Debauchery : To do this, 
15 not giving A/ms, but a joyning of For- 
ces againſt Heaven, to augment the Re- 
venues of the Riotous; whoſe great Work 
is to maintain Brothels, or repaif Houſes 
of Licentious Entertainment, where 
Chrift hath no Habitation ; ſuch Bene- 
volence is prejudicial tothe Rule, and ro 
the Reward of Charity. 

[Send thy Bread ;) Sending implies a 
Communication of the Good Things 
that are in our Power, to ſuch as live at 
a Diſtance, as well as to the Neigbour- 
hood : Let us do good abroad, : for that 
argueth true Devotion at home ; not to 
give only ſo far as our Hand can ex- 
tend, but as far as our Gift can be tranſ- 
ported by the Hands of Others. The 
Houſhold of Faith is firſt to be conſider'd 
and reliev'd, and what remains is the 
Portion of diſtreſſed Strangers, and Un- 
believers. I wiſh I could truly ſay, Enz- 
land had not as much need of this Do- 
Qrine, as any Nation ; I think we have 
C3 been 


c 22 ) 


Charitable to Strangers, that we ſcarce 
afford them Civil uſage. Let us no 
more pretend to Science and Reformation, 
until we ceaſe to. be Barbarous, and 
have learnd Humanity : What if they 
be remote? what if they be Jews? 
what if they be Turks? what if be 
Pagans? we muſt not excuſe our ſelves, 
by pleading Ignorance of theit Lineage, 
their Principles, or their Country : tis 
cough that we know their unfortunate 

Jlition. Send, is an Imperative word, 
that leaveth not the Thing Indifferent, 
or at our Eleftion ; but chargeth us to 
give Alms, and to do good, according to 
our Ability, without making abatement 
for want of Merit in the Receiver; or 
for-the ſake of the ſtrong Averſzon we 
' bear to his Perſon; or to-his Religion. 
The word Send, declares it a Duty in- 
cumbant, expreſly commanding us to 


ſbew Mercy, without Excuſes, and with-- 


out Delay: If you negle& to beſtow 
what you cari well Spare, 'tis at- worlt 
an Act of Injuſtice, at beſt, a DEALS 
. JENC 


been fo far from approving our ſelves 
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( 33 ) 
Send your Charity where you cannot: 
for fear of Corporal Danger, 'or Ne- 

jon: It is infamous for ſome- per» 
ſonally toguveto ſome people; thereyou 
muſt ſend your Charity, where your go- 
ing to carry it, would bring upon-you a 


poor Priſoner, that's al- 
moſt pin'd and fmoother'd in a noayſom 
Send your Bounty to. the 
Sick, that are going to their Graves 
with ſome Infe&tious Diſeaſe: You may 
fafely fend it, when you cannot go with 
fafety.- Yes, and there are ſome Caſes, 
wherein the good Chriſtian muſt hazard 
Reputatzon and Life to perform good Of- 
fices ;* that is, where God or Nature, his 
Religion or Country, are moſt nearly Con- 
— it is he muſt —_— - 
ainft all Dan ſtruggle wi Ad- 
wow & — with evil Beafts, as 
S.Paxl did at Epheſws:We mult fight upon 
CR Occaſions, an whole Army of 
Scaxdals ; there we muſt not marter Qb- 
loquy, but oppoſe our ſelves to the Ty- 
ranies of State, and ſtand the unwhole- 
C 4 ſome 
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(24) 
ſome Cenſures of the ' Infolent and un- | wi 
grateful  Multirude, There are Evan» }| pl 

ical Counſels that have the fame In- U ac 

over good Men, as if they car- || th 
ned with thetn the Nature and Force of 8 Hi 
a Commandment : - But theſe words of || pr 
Solomon are 2 pofitrve Law, which, not | D 
- only Invites us to, but Prefcribes us | w 
Obedience. The Negle&t or Omiſſion, to | fa 
obſerve thoſe Counſels, we regd in the | ca 
Goſpel ; as, fingle Life, voluntary Poverty, | 4 
Sc. are but lmperfe&tions in our Nature ; | fic 
whereas the Breach of this Law-of \Cha- || th 
rity, is 2 plain Sin, a complicated Sing || at 
_ of that = that renders the Sinner L 

ous in the higheſt ee; becauſe | t 
there 1s more fe. inthis Law | N 
of Love, than in all other Laws, Divine | nc 
and Humane; for Love is the Life and he 
End of Laws, and this one is the Ac- | be 
compliſhment of the Ten Commandments. 
There is nothing enjoyn'd by the Church, || le 
for Nefets in A/ms-grzving, becauſe'there | tl 
it is that God reſerveth the Sentence to | A 
Himſelf, and puniſheth the failure in that I] ti 
Duty, with more than the Church is || 

; | | willing 


pe — 
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willing to Declare : Only God hath been 
pleas J to Reveal how far good Works are 
acceptable to him, and what Happineſs 
they will procure for us hereafter , that 
He may ſee how far we are willing to 
proceed in our Charity, for the ſake of 
Divine Love, and for an Eternal Re- 
ward. Send your Al/ms therefore as 
far as Paul or Silas, Camels, or Ships will 
carry them ; from Rome to Macedon, or 
Antioch ; or from the place of your Re- 
ſidence, to Jeruſalem or Funzary : To 
this end we were indued with reaſon- 
able Faculties, with the Comforts of this 
Life, and all thoſe Temporal Bleſſings 
that are reacht within the Complicated 
Name of an Zffate ; that we might Ho- 
nour our Ged in Compliance with his 
holy Will; and that we might enjoy and 
benefir our ſelves and others. 

[Send thy Bread.] Bread is of excel- 
lent Uſe, and large Extent ; ſignifying all 
that is neceſſary for Man's: Subſiſtence ; 
All manner of Proviſion is included in 
that Monoſyl/able. "The Chaldee. Dialedt 
expreſſeth a Sumptuous Feaſt, by the 
WO 
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( 26 
| ad delighting to ſet forth a large 
Bill of Fare in 'a few Letters, and wi 

a fingle word, fl eofieniſh « Table mor 
for Pleafure than Neceſſity. And this 
luxurious Senſe, the word Bread carries, 
Ecclefraftes 10.19. For which cauſe fome 
inform us, the Greoeians derived the 
word [=] that ſignifies every- Thing : 

and their God Pay, from Panis, that 
goeth for Bread among the Latins ; NCi- 


but the want of Bread alone, 
Red a Famine in Scripture. Bread 1 is 
read the Staff of Life, that ſupports 
the Feeble, ( Pſalm 1 04.) And, fulveſs 
of Bread, was ever reputed one of the 
teſt Bleſſings of the Jewiſh Nation ; 
e Plenty thereof prevents InfurreQi- 
ons ; for ſuch-as follow'd Chriſt, chiefly 
for the fake of the Loaves and Fiſhes 
more for the Miracles he wrought, to feed 
them, and heal them, than for the ſake of 
his Prayers, or his Preaching. The Mul- 
titude, (1 mean thoſe that are ready to 
make their Belly their God,) are moſt 
Devout there, where they can =_ moſt 
read, 


ON is the Dearth of Fleſh, Wine or 
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(27) 
Bread,and care not to embrace a Religion 
that commends Faſting: remove their Al- 
tars, ſet aſide their B take away 
their Prieſts, and their Chriſt too , you 
provoke them not much, ſo as you leave 
them entire, their Wine and their Man- 
chet. Our ordinary ' Prayer , is for 
daily Bread, with which every one of us 
ought to reſt contented, is the one thing 
neceſfary, if it be taken for our common 
Proviſion ; but it is the only thing neceſ- 
ſary, if taken as divers excellent Wri- 
ters, and Dr. Perſon upon the Creed, Ex- 
pounds it, 7he Divine Food of our Souls, 
the Bleſſed Sacrament. The Roman 
Satyriſt knew how much the People va- 
lad Bread, while he-informs us, they 
covet nothing above [ Panem & circen- 
ſes, ] Bread and Recreation; meaning 
by the Firſt of the Two, al! neceſſary 
Provifion. | Caſt thy Bread; | that is, 

thy Subſtance or Eſtate, thy Means of 
Living ; or whatever a Man needeth : 
If it be dear to thee, it will be dearer to 
thy God; who when you eſteem it not 
much, yalues it as little. He was no is 
than 


(28) 
than a Royal Divine, that ufeth this Ex- 
preſſion; Shall 7 give to God that which 
coſteth me nothing > The Poor are God's 
Receivers, and his FaQors; if you have 
Ability ro Diſpence much to: them for 
his Service, and to ſend great Things by 
their Hands, you ſhall becertain of am- 


ple Returns. - That is not to be called 


Charity, but ridding of your Houſe, to 
beſtow ſome pitiful thing upon rhe Poor, 
that other-ways to keep, would difſpa- 
rage their Maſter. How can Men expet 
their Reward to be Great, where they 
place a matter of ſo ſmall Merit > Bread, 
implies ſomerhing that 1s good;, and 
ſome-whart in readineſs ; to ſhew you , 
that you are to Give with Expedition, 
that which may prove beneficial to the 


Petitioner : That which you beſtow, 


ought to be wholſome, or advantageous, 
conducing to the Healrh or Profit of the 
Receiver: You are not ſo much to ex- 
pet his Pleaſure ; though in ſome Caſes 
of Deſpair or Sickneſs, rhat is not alto- 
gether to be neglefted. Let your Bown- 
ty be ſuch as Nature requireth, rather 

| than 
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( 29 ) 


than aBanquet, or piece of Rarity. 


Caſt,or Send thy Bread; give the fame 
in Subſtance or-in Quality, with which 


Thou doft uſually furniſh thy own Ta- 


ble: So'tis in the Chaldee, Spare == thy 
own Mouth the Bread of thy Table : For 
this end did the Church anciently ap- 
point frequent Faſts, that the Proviſion 
which was ſpar'd by good Mens Ab- 
ſtinence, might ſupply the Wants of 
thoſe that groan'd in Poverty. 

- Thus by —_ the Mouths of the 
Hungry, thou doſt engage the Ton 
of io ny By tes to make Pray- 
ers and Interceſſions for Thee at the 
Throne of Mercy , praiſing God for 
thy ſake, the Author of all Good to Man- 
kind ;- and by their Importunate Petiti- 
ons, taking Heaven by violence, and cal- 
ling down Bleſſings upon Thee and thy 
Family. | 

It was thus our Fore-fathers ; thus the 

firſt- and beſt Chriſtians Faſted, giving 
thoſe Diſhes of Meat to the Poor, which 
themſelves ſhould have eaten. But now, 
[ Terras aftra reliqait ; ] Devotions ed, 
and 


038) 
actin ts cars or 
& Subliſtance. of the Poor, but the 


Men too; ;while any thing given to 
portgns Pariſh-Officers: How ma- 


ving the Poor with nothing, or et ; 
which their ; would p 
ing morein Foddering their Beaſts, 
mring their ry Brethren ; and 
to feed Hogs, or Hounds, are Covetous 
to pine helpleſs Chriſtians. 

I hope in all rhis there is but litrle Re- 
formation ; to let the poor Man want 
Bread for his Family, while a Rich E{- 
-quire perhaps Sr the Owners Living ; 
-driving out poor Chriſtians from their | 
oun Habitations , to keep Hawks, and 


Whores, and Hounds, i in their Abodes: 

You cannot imagine it is this Solomons 
- *means, when he ſays; Caft thy Bread 
PT the Waters, Bread is a cheap and 
teady thing to beſtow ; you need not go 
far to porcure ſuch an : Alrns for the un- 
fortunate Petitioner. 


This 


(zz ) 
This Imports, that we muſt not ſerve 
the Poor with Delays, but make - Dif- 
patches 4a our Charity ; becauſe, what 
weare togive is ready ; there is no OCCa- 
ſion forus to go to Burdeanx for Wines, 
or to Virginia for Smoak ; or to fetch In- 
dian Silks, or Import PerfanTapſteries, in - 
order to perform Works of Mercy : Give 
your Bread, that is neither Dear to pur- 
chaſe, nor difficult to procure. What 
ſhould they, poor Hearts, that ſtand wait» 
ing for your Alms, do with uſeleſs Toys, 
or extravagant Curioſities? 'Tis no( 
rity to beſtow a Thing that is vain, or 
ſuperfluous, tending more to Man's Ad- 
miration, than Profit. You may Give 
and Debauch, as well as Give and Re- 
lieve ; 'tis Bread, not Bottles of Brumſ- 
wick or Canary, that are required ; What 
is it you can more eaſily reach, or forgo? 
Yet 1s this Bread more acceptable to the 


> than ugots of Gold in a 

W is, or a Palace of Ivory. If 

the Z7i/lorian did not take too much up- 

on Truſt, thoſe Zgyptian-Children that 

were ſuckled by Goats, and not mg" 
t 


TR 
ted to hear any Humane Speech, were 
taught by Nature to pronounce fhe 
word Beccos, that ſignifies Bread in the 
Coptick Language : But if the rruth of 
this Report- faileth ; *tis certain, our 
Lamp of - Light , [ Byolychinum ; ] by 
which we live, and move, and make 
ſuch a Figure as we have, ſubſiſteth nor, 
but by daily ſupplys of ſome proper Oily 
Nutriment : and Nature cannot be fo far 
wanting to Her-ſelf, and to Us, as not to 
ſeek and demand ( after her own way ) 
ſomewhat of Subſiſtence ts preſerve that 
Viral Flame from ſinking in the Lamp, 
or in the Heart, its Receptacle, from 
a dark Extinction. 

{Caft thy Bread.) The Bread thou gi- 
veſt muſt be thine; it ought to be ſtam- 
ped with the Character of Property ; let 
it be thine by ſome known right, and in- 
diſputable Poſſeſſion : Thine lawfully, 
notobtained by Fraud, or Violence. He 
that grindeth the Face of the Poor, to feed 
an Hoſpital with the Bread of ſuch Get- 
tings: He that purveys, purloins, and 
Pilters, and out of much, fo gathered to- 
[291 gether, 
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(33 ) 
gether, thinks to diſtribute a little, be- 
ſtowing now and then ſome ſmall Aims 
for Oſtentation, doth an iller thing, than 
the Man that ſtealeth a Gooſe, to ſtick a 


h lion 
Poor, he puts a ſcorn upon ,igati- 

ons of <4 nl and i an Vo 7s a 

way to the Name of Riches, he forceth 
a breach in the Law of Nations; ſo pro- 
miſing to himſelf not to ſhew a Bounty, 
that Kal exceed noiſe and appearance, 
he falleth under thoſe Curſes, that con- 
ſtantly purſue Covetous and unjuſt 
Wretches. Not much inferior in doing 


| wrong, is he, that oweth all he beſtows, 


and meaneth nor otherwiſe to diſcharge 
his Debts in this World, than by making 
God (by giving to the Poor) Truſtee 

for his preſent Account, and 
his Debtor, ro make good his future 
Eſtate: This is not to be truly Chari- 
table, out of his own, (as every man 
ought to be,) but out of his Creditors 
Coffers; and ſeeming to be Zealous for 
God, he wrongeth his Friend that lends 


or forbears the Charity he makes bold 
D 


to 


by Wit and Deceit, 
| half of the year, exerciſing 

EE Wenklly comm; and the 
other half, they wear out much in the 
fame manger, with ſpecious pretences of 


fv leaving at 
CY to. the Poor of 
are vain and 


teen forth Ukrpaonf a Lond 
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(35) 
what is this, but to render our felves 
Slaves to the Prince of Darkneſs, and 


| Enemies to good and honeſt Men, all 


our lives; only with Hopes of ſerving God 
4 little at our Death, and of doing ſome 
good, it may be an hour before our Fu- 
nerals? Let all good Men rather believe, 
that Shame and Confuſion, and [horrid 
attend the Tombs of fach un- 


Spectres, 
juſt Perfotis! and that the Houſes, from 
which thoſe miſerable Wretches are con- 


vey'd,(when Life and Sin forſakes them), 
_ be da 'd m_ n Cries of 

1dows Os nd with the Cur- 
ſes of all thoſe di reſſed Creatures that 


% 


were undone, and made pitiful objeds of 


Charity, by the power and artifices of 
thoſe Il-livers; and that thoſe Manſions 
of theirs (if there be left one Stone uport 
another) ſhall remain upon Earth, but as 
execrable Monuments of their Impiety. 
there were none of theſe, yet 
to-defer our Charity tilt Death, is to 
loſe much of the commendation that is 
inſeparable from holy Praiſes; becauſe 


then it appears a work of neceflity, to 
D 2 give 


— 


f (36) | 
give that away, which we cannot longer 
poſſeſs : ſure 1t is not a very deſerving 
matter, for me to pretend to relieve or 
gratify ſome perſon with that thing, 
which refuſeth any more to own me for 
its Maſter. Thus Divines love to ſpeak, 
that they may quicken Charitable minds, 
to call down Bleſſings betimes upon 


themſelves,and their Poſterity; to ſecure | - | 


their Eſtates to their Iſſue, by giving 
Alms according to their Power; and that 
-the beſt Chriſtians may thereby feel and 
acknowledge the reward of good Works, 
before rhey change their condition. 
Send thy Bread. ] Thou haſt no Au- 
thority to diſpoſe, (under the notion of 
thy own,) of the Bread of the circum- 
vented Buyer,or the defrauded Labourer ; 
leaſt of all muſt you beſtow the Shew- 
bread, or that which hath been Sacrile- 
giouſly taken from God's own Table ; 
bur ſend the Bread that is lawfully thine, 
by juſt Title and harmleſs Poſſeſſion ; if 
not thine by Inheritance, yet thine by 
Gitt, Purchaſe, or Labour ; thine by ſome 
honeſt way of Trading or Deſert; thine 
| | by* 
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by lawful Arts, or laudable Induſtry : 
Whoſoever giveth Alms of ill gotten 
Goods, doth worſe than the Fellow that - 
offer'd a Sow to Pallas : *Tis a great af- 
front that he doth to the Deity, offer- 
ing to GOD that which is more loath- 
ſome to Him, than' Swines Blood, the 
price of a Dog, or the hire of an Harlot : 


He Killeth the Son, before the Father's 


Face, ſays the Wiſdom of Sirach : Eecleſ. 
34- 20. He Selleth Joſeph his Brother, 
that he may carry home a Coat to his Sier. 
I wiſh there were fewer of thoſe Men 
in this Age, who being Honoured with 
the B of a plentiful Eſtate, are 
yet Covetous to become the Executors 
of their pooreſt Neighbours ; making 
daily Merchandize with the Beg gar's- 
Penny, ſelling the Sweat of the Labour- 
ers Brows, his fingle Beaſt, or little Cot- 
tage ; and when they have given them- 
ſelves Poſſeſſion of all the ſmall Pittance 
he has, they continue to force him into 
deſperate Extremities. This 1s not to 
Caſt thy Bread upon the Waters ; but to 

D 3 calt 


( 38) 
caſt thy ſelf backward, to Worſhip the 
Tempter, and gratifie him with thy Fall 
and Degradation. 

'Tis no better, to cozen all the Week 
in the Shop, that you may give Al/ms 
on the = mg th or to. Impoveriſh os 
many as poſſibly you can, in your wh 
Life, — 2 behind ſome ſmall 
Relict of an Eſtate [ when you Die,] either 
to Feaſt the Pariſh, or Repair the Church, 
or Adorn it, as ſome { not of the better 
fort of Chriſtians) fancy'd they did, by 
placing a Cheap-Figure of the Serpent - 
upon the Steeple. 

The Wicked Man's Legacy to the 
Poor, when this World will continue no 
longer with him, is rio Charity, but a 
ſort of Reſtitution ; which cannot pro- 
duce its proper Effet, becauſe it is not 
performed to the right Party. Let that 
therefore be thine, that thou giveſt away, 
' thatthy Alms may be more acceptable. 

Caſt thy Bread upon the Waters. ] 
We may underſtand by theſe Waters, all / 
thoſe that are moſt ſubje& to Tears, the 
Sick and Friendleſs, and ſuch as are any 
way 


(39) 
way broupht into Diftreſs : The Strange) 
thet 0 Fug and Fatherleſs, that bo tad 
in hand, throughout the Scripture. 

All thoſe fad objets of Piry, that are 
not only ſent into this World to ſhew 
what the Lord is able to do, but alſo, 
what Fleſh and Blood deſerves to ſuffer, 
(and more than that, to make. Experi- 
ment of what Men are willing to do for 
GOD, our great BenefaQtor ) art fetit 
hirher to be Receivers of our Charity - 
You may read their Errayd in their 
'Faces, and their Commſſorn in Scri ; 


| where GOD paſſeth His Word for the 


Foundation of the Charitable Man's Me- 
rit ; and gives His Fuſftice and Font 
to be Security for your —_— : *Tis 
this Infallible Word of God, upon which 
you put 'the Adventure; theſe Waters 
would deceive you, without that Word's 
Aſſurance : For,what Recompence can you 
expe from the meatieſt AbjeR, from - 
ſuch as are loaded with this World's In- 
juries, with Loſſes, of with Nature's Im- 
xrfetions ? 

'Tis the way of many of thoſe that 
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(49) 
ſtand upon good Bottoms ( as to this 
Life) to make uſe of the Times, and of 
all Expedients, to Advance or | Secure 
their Fortunes, to Court thoſe that are 
in high Places, and Flatter ſuch as are in 


Authority ; whereas GOD giveth us an , 


inal of another nature, Exalting the 
Humble, and Filling the Hungry, while 
the Rich are ſent away Empty; not out 
of Hatred to their Perſons, but becauſe 
He- hath' already conferred upon them 
extraordinary Favours, and rendered 


them ( before ) remarkable Objects of. 


his Bounty ; thoſe Waters are Fluxive 
and Inconſtant : Court the Waves, and 
they will Drown . you for your Kind- 
nels : Yes, and much like that, is the 
Temper of the pooreſt fort of People ; 
Grve them, and they will throw them- 
ſelves upon you, and throw Dirt in your 
Face ;: yet their Aſperſions ſhall but add 
weight to their own Sorrow, and imper- 
jet Comfort. 

The Waters you Feed, ſhall threaten 
your Ruine with their raging Motions 
and Inconſtancy ; yet the Command 
runs, 


( 4x ) 
runs, you muſt Feed theſe Waters, tho' 
it is the Nature of them to let the Benefit 
ſink and diſappear : Fear not, it is in- their. 
Will, but not in their Power, either to 
hide or to droypy your works of Mercy : 
And,.for your Incouragement, remem- 
ber theſe Waters, even the pooreſt Yaſs 

ſals are made for your Eaſe, your Ho- 
' mour, and your - Advantage ; make it 
your buſineſs to imploy them, in the beſt 
manner : Theſe Waters will do you good, 
if you underſtand their Uſes ; there: is 
a way for you. to be Charitable to the 
Poor, and at the ſame time receive profit 
by their Service. It is an Element that 
is an uſcful part of the World ; and with- 
out the Poor, the Rich knows not how 
to Subſiſt. | 

Livy, long ago, made Three ſorts of 
Men, and his diviſion is thus far verify'd ; 
there has always been a Governing part, 
and a Teaching part among Men; and 
there is a Third ſort, that ſeem to have 
been Born meerly for Labour and Obe- 
dience. He that hath his Talent in his 
Head, or in his Coffer, muſt imploy ſuch 
as 


| (#4) 
as have it in their Hands and Feet; b 
which, they may ſerve themſelves wit 
the juſt and neceſſary Comforts of this 
Life, and, at the fame time, prove Be- 
nefattors. k 

Caft thy Bread upon the WIE.) 
intimaring, we are obliged to do Goo 
without Grudging, as if what thou Giveſt 
were to Periſh; not looking to peepent 
ate thy Name, or obtain a preſent Ap- 
plauſe ; not expecting fo much as a ver- 
bal Recompence from the Recezver. 
Write upon the Sea, with the beſt of 
Pencils, and a Man of exquiſite Sight 
ſhall not find there one legible CharaQter : 
No more ſhould we perform as of Cha- 
rity, for Sight or 'Oſtentation ; becauſe 
the Good Works that are moſt ſecret] 
carried, ſhall be moſt, and moſt wk 
Rewarded ; yet there is a Time, when 
Good Works ought to be Viſible, and fo 
to be Tranſafted, that they may be 
diſcern'd : 

1. For Diſtin#ion, that a good Chri- 
ſtian may be ſignalizd by his Charity. 

z. For the Example and Encourage- 
ment 
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(43) 
ment of others ; fuch Lights are now 
a days wanting, to thoſe that are miſled 
in the ways of Darkneſs. 

GOD hath ſo ordered his Bleflings, 
that many times vi/ble Good Works, and 
publick Rewards meet, and are as the 
noiſe of ſo many Waters : The flux, re- 
flux, and freedom of Motion in that Ele- 
ment, teacheth us to multiply Good Works 
and give Alms Libecrally : The Lord 
loveth the Chearful Grver, whoſe Ads: 
of Charity reſemble the Waves rolling 
one upon another. 

Whoever communicates his ' Bread 
willingly, more to deliver himſelf from 
the Petitioner's Importunity , than for 
the fake of Chriſt, or in obedience to his 
Commands ; that Man, | ſurely, either 
diſtruſts G O D's Knowledge, or his Pro- 
miſes, imagining his Maſter is ignorant 
of his E/tate, or his Meaning ; or he dares 
not truſt Him, to requite his XAindyeſs. 

Will you hear another Reaſon, that 
may prevail with us to Caſt our Bread 
upon the Waters; It is, becauſe thoſe Wa- 
ters, by their ſeveral Channels, return 
to 


(44 ) 
to their Head and Fountain. CHRIST 
is that Head, Source, or Spring of thoſe 
Waters, on which our Bread is to be 
ſcatter d. Chriſt is ſtiled Shiloh in our 
Engliſh Bibles, ſignifying a Fountain of 
living Waters : The Poor {tream from 
- Him ; -and, by them, our Charity ſhall 
ſuddenly be return'd into Chri/?'s Boſom : 
For this, among other Reaſons, our 
Shiloh, the Saviour of the World, did 
appear Poor, and deſtitute of Friends, and 
Temperal Comforts, to promote, and to 
make Tryal of the World's Charity. 

Care is to be taken, that the Frowns 
of the A4lms-giver .may not ſowre the 
Bread he beſtows; but let a liberal 
hand, and a chearful Heart, accompany 'd 
with Afability, render the Gift more ob- 
ging, and the Gratuity more valuable ; 
ſo will your Kindneſs every where be 
welcome ; ſo will it be manifeſt, you 
Gzve for the Love of Chriſt, and not meer- 
ly in hopes of a Requital: He that ſhew- 
eth Mercy, let him do it with Chearfulneſs, 
ſays the great Doctor of the Gentiles, 
Rem. 12, 2. Cor. 9. 7, From ſuch a Ge- 
nerous 


| Cay 
nerous Mind proceeds the Name of Li- 
berality, ſays Seneca, in his Tract of Be- 
vefits ; whoſe Sentences, more than Mo- 
ral, ſeem Abſtracts of that Evangelical 
Doctrine, which St. Pau! Taught the 
Romans, to whom Seneca was a Friend, 
and ſome think a Diſciple: Thoſe Gifts 
are leſs acceptable that caſually fall, or 
have been extorted by vehement en- 
treaties ; but of the Two, the firſt are 
moſt grateful; that is, where a Kind- 
neſs that was deſignd for one Party, 
happens, againſt the Will of the Donor, 
to be the Lotof another ; which ſome- 
times cometh to paſs, through a miſtake, 
by our particular Providence. 
A good Chriſtian will approve him- 
ſelf habitually Kind ; and he will, in pre- 
paration of Mind, always remain Chari- 
table. This readineſs to G7ve, is plea- 
ſing to Heaven, as much as to the long- 
ing Receiver; whoſe defire is not pre- 
vented, altho' his Demands are, by the 
greateſt expedition that can be uſed in 
difpenſing your Bounty : ('tis in theſe 
caſes, that ſpeedy Help is a Aſſt- 

allcec ; 
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ſtance; Multaque gratius venit [ge facils, 
quam quod plena manu datur.) It matters 
not, whether the Hand be fall, ſo as it 
be ready to communicate. 

The Perſon that doubts or delays to 
relieve the Poor, ſhews ſome unwilling- 
neſs ; and white he taketh time to con- 
ſult the caſe, and defers his Anſwer, by 
cauſing the Petitioner too long to wait 
upon his Pleaſure, he fpoyls the Benefr. 

Go, and come again to Morrow, are the 
words of no ood Chriſtian and but of 
an il Neighbour : "Tis a ſubtle fort of 
Demial, that proves the more cruel, be- 
cauſe x is Polk "__ chuſe rather 
to refuſe the Mendican?'s Requeſt at once, 
ES moon Wn CO} fo as 
my delays, by tyring r Creatures 
Pat_ne ef force gn ſeek that 
Afiiſtance from others, which is in my 
Power to contribute. Such is the ſpiritual 
Nature of att Works of Mercy, - > ham 
apt to. evaporate by ſlow e ; 
whereas he that ſuddenly Gzveth, by 
thortning the Time, doubles the Recei- 
ver's Profit. You cannot be —_— 1 
wit 
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with the Sighs, Groans, and "Tears of 
Chriſtians, almoſt Pin'd and Naked; 
Muſt the forrowful Accents of the Poor, 
awaken your dull Charity > 'Then ſuppoſe 
your ſelf as much in Want, and as im- 
portunate, imploring at the Gate of 
Heaven, of GOD, for ws then 
imagine an Angry J ela to 

wy Ear to your Caine: oe 
| =; cover that GOD you have ſo much, 
and often Offended, uſe you with the 
ſame vigour, and examine you with the 
fame ſtriAtnefs2 Why ſhould he not hear, 
before your Face, ill Neighbours accu- 
fing you with Violence and Falſhood ; 
ſcarce permitting you to plead in your 
_ Jefence? V ? Why y ſhould he not take 
all advantage of your Pleading > This is 
your way ; and therefore, — more than 
in you ought to expe. For- 
bear your hopes of Mercy, after your 
Death, which m your Life you have re- 
fusd to extend to your afflicted Brother. - 

Caſt thy Bread. apo the TUaters. } 
Remember it is an Element of Univerſal 
uſe, in which all plead a freedom ; de- 
ſign'd 
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ſign'd for the Benefit of all Creatures; 
and ſuch is the nature of Charity ; "Tis 
univerſally communicable, and - ought 


_ to be every where flowing. We are o- 


blig'd, not only to Give, but to Give u- 
niverfally, without reſpecting the Perſon, 
or enquiring too ſeverely into the occa- 
fion, or other circumſtances of his De- 
cay: Hear Saint Pau! publiſhing this 
Doctrine, Gal. 6. Do good unto all Men : 
'Tis a general Rule, without exception ; 
yet there 1s a Remark follows in the 
Tenth Verſe of that Chapter, That it ouzht 
to be done to the Houſhold of Faith cf &= 
cially ; direfting our Alms to be ſtr; 
buted in a more particular manner to 
ſome, than to others. 

Receive the Rule therefore in this 
Senſe, Do good to All, but to ſome more 
eminently ; Gzve there, and Give youder, 
but Give here more plentifully ; Allow 
them, but Maintazntheſe ; there Relieve, 
but here Szpport : You muſt look upon 
the Houſhold of Faith as your own Fa- 
 mily, that calls for your Paternal Care 
and ConduR, as the Neighbourhood does 
tor your Kindneſs. | The 
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The beſt next, are thoſe good Offices 
ſhewed to your Country : Then all Men, 
and the whole World of Pagans, 1o far 
as they Want, and you are able to Con- 
tribute, are become ObjeRts of your 
Charity :' For all good Chriſtians are ſo 
far from wiſhing, and ſo much further 
from endeavouring the Confuſion of an 
Perſon, that they make it their daily 
buſineſs; not only to pray for the Con- - 
verſion of All, but uſeth all Means, at 
all Times, to benefit their Souls with 
their Bodies. 
Truly, that Mandate for 4/ms is very 


large, St. Lake 6. 30. Give to every Man 


that asketh, &c. and He that Impoſeth 
that Command, is Lord of all that we 
Poſſeſs : And that we may afford fo to 
Give, He hath made us as large a Pro- 
miſe, St. Matthew 7. Ask, and you ſhall 
have ; Seek, and you ſhall find, &c. St. 
Ferom, with an Eye upon theſe words of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, fays, We muſt do 
Good without Diſcretion ; not Setting, but 
Sowing ; not Planting, but Scattering our 
AQts of Charity ; not uſing too _ 
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are we encouraged by Iſaiah, 
Bleſſed are you that Sew befide all Waters. 
The Evangelical Seer herein umnitates 
rhe 


I ſhall leave the Rabbi to mannage his 
t; 'Tis certain, Love com- 


as 
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2s well as Inferiors ; and we ought to 
- the Higher Powers ; more for 
Conſcience fake, than Terror. 

This is the meaning of thoſe Doctors, 
that tell us, Dominion is founded in Love, 
and that by Love, the World is Govern'd : 
But, while I am diſcourſing of Aims, I 
ſhall confine the Words of _—_ os 
more narrow Significar 10N : [- 
faking the notion of the Rabbz, fide with 
that of 'the Philoſopher, 7Z/b:amgae homo 
beneficio eft locus ; Where-ever a Man is, 
there's place for a Benefit ; for where 
there is a Man, there is Miſery ; which, 
as ſoon as he declares, we are oblig'd to 
ſhew him Mercy. When the Poor Man 
ſtandeth ar thy door, in expectation of 
thy Kindneſs, be careful your Examina- 
tions of his Perſon, his Parentage, his 


* Education, his Country, his manner of 


Living, be not over tedious or detri- 


'-mental ; not made to protract Time, or 


find Excuſes, or that you may take oc- 
caſion of Denial : Yet you may lawfully 
queſtion the Parry concern'd, as the Ma- 


_ 'riners did Jonah; Who art thou > Where 


2 is 
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is thy Habitation > What's your. Imploy ? 
Not as a News-monger, or one fond of 
Idle Stories ; but as a good Chriſtian, to 
diſcourage Idleneſs, and promote Piety : 
Not looking oo eminent __ - the 
ar, nor demanding Teſtimo- 
ne as if you were to beſtow an Office, 
or bequeath him your Eſtate; as if you 
were not then delignd to relieve his 
preſent Wants, but to reward his Merits: 
Enquire only for God's-ſake, and Give 
for God's-ſake, from GOD alone expe- 
ing a Recompence. 
What if theſe Waters are many 2 What 

if they rife higher and higher upon our 
Practice? Fear not the failure of your 
Eſtate, becauſe the Sacrifices are frequent 
and numerous; becauſe A4lms is derived 
from the Corruption of the Greek, Ele- 
emoſynary, [ #>«nwovrn, ] . whoſe Root is 
Mercy, [#+&,] of which Chriſt is the 
Fountain, and that Fountain js inexhau- 
ſtible : Yet there is a Barbarous Author, 
derives Elemoſynary, from two words of 
the Hebrews, viz. El, God; and Mois, 
Water; and to confirm his Derivation, 
Oy He 
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He ſtileth Aims, the Dew of Heaven. 
The Gentleman ſeemeth to have been 
no great Proficient either in Greek or 
Hebrew ; for He might have taken his 
Etymology, with as great Reaſon, from 
Elias and Moſes ; and from that infer'd, 
Charity comprehends the Whole Law, 
and the Prophets. 

But, leaving Etymologies, Alms is de- 
fined a work of Mercy, Love, and Li- 
berality, performed only for GO D's 
fake, to ſome neceſſitated Perſons. In 
the Work, there is to be conſidered 
ſomewhat within us | aliquid intus ] 
ſo as, looking at home, we find it a 
Chriſtian At of Mercy; but if we look 
abroad, it appears an external Ac of 
Charity, that is exerted in Obedience to 
the Divine Commandment : We make it 
a Beauty, by putting upon it the be- 
coming Face of Liberality: *Tis con- 
ceivd by Compaſſion ; but Love gives 
it the hand of Accompliſhnent. A 
Bountiful Hand and Heart, oblige even 
thoſe that Hate you, by making their 
Favours Publick ; and, by this happy 
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way of doing well, bribe their Enemies 
into good Nature. 
If you deſire to ſee the Mother of 
Alms, ; ke me tl you fir if th could 
in Human bur 
Truth could EE ES for 
her Nameis Cherity- She is ſpotted wich 
Sears, and ſpangled with Divine Graces 
Here give me kave to fay, That Alms- 
giving is 2 Work; and is Meritori 
e Merit is not plac'd upon 
the bail bans rw but upon the 
Grace of 60 D's Holy Spirit, and upon 
= never-failing Promiſe, adichtoviteg 
rounds, and conſtitutive Principles of 
al Merit. *'Tis not us, but to Grace 
of God working in us, and the Third 


Perſon of the Holy Trinity, co-operates | 


with us, that deſerves 60 D's Notice, 
and his Recompenſe, [ Principia meritorum 
omnium ſunt Drvina : ] Yet notexcluding 
the Will and Diſpoſition of the A4lms- 
giver, that hath the Honour, in all good 

Works, to co-operate with his Maker. 
GOD t Love; and all Works of Love, 
partake fo much of rhe Divine Nature, 
that 
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that they muſtfneeds be Crowned. But 
this Diſcourſe relates to the Promiſe ; 
yet we were Treating of the Command- 
ment, which injoyns us to Give; weigh- 
ing the Receiver's Wants, but over-look- 
ing his Deſerts; for we are not bidden 
om —_ Waters, that we kk to 
calt our Bre , to prove, whether 
they are Sweet Ether: for, who-ever 
rveth Alms, not becauſe GO D hath fo 
mmanded, but becauſe he ſuppoſeth 
either the Poor have Merited fo much 
at his hands already, or now do, or 
_ CE ne his Che; that 
Perſon, to properly, .giveth notan 
Alms, but diſchargeth I Debt, and 
ſtateth an Account. So he that giveth 
not meerly for the Lord's-fake, but in 
hopes of ſome Human Requital, inſtead 
of beſtowing his Aims, he purchaſeth a 
Kindneſs, and maketh himſelf an Intereſt. 
The eſpecial attract of 4/ms, ought to 
be Divine Love, without any by-reſpet 
ro Temporal Returns, or the Merits of 
the. Receiver, 
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Why ſhould I tyre you with: 
titions ? EffeRts of Love ought to-beſin- 
largd only to ſuch as are really Neceſſ- 


tared; for Want is the proper Objet 


of Mercy. Where there is no Want, 
there may be Favours, Gifts, and Pre- 
ſents, but no perfed Charity. 

Thus far in reference to the Defini- 
tion : The Diviſion of. A/ms hath anci- 
ently been in Seven Spiritual Adts, re- 
ſpecting the Soul : 


To Pray for. 

To Forgive. 

To Admoniſh. 

To Inſtruc. 

To Counſel. 

To Comfort : And, 
To Forbear. 


IP DEPP 


And in Seven more, as pertinent to 
the Body. 


I. To Feed the Hungry, and grove Drink 
to the Thirſty ; which ſome divide, 
and make Two different Offices ; 
but 
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bur I take it-as one- and the ſame 
Ad of Benevolence, putting in the 
ſecond place, viz. 

2. Aſſiſtance, or ProteQtion of the 
Weak, from Bodily Dangers. 

3. To Cloath the Naked. 

4. To Lodge the Harbourleſs. 

5. To Viſit the Sick. 

6. To Bury the Dead: And, 

7. To Redeem the Captive, Ge. 


Theſe are principal Acts of Charity, 
which affords us a mighty Profpett 
into a large Field of Diſcourſe, but ſome- 
what our preſent buſineſs : I de- 
fire only to lead you to this Duty ; to 
that end, ſetting before you, how much 
good thoſe beſt of Men, that went be- 
tore us, have perform'd for our Example : 
If we look no farther than the Jews, 
(GOD's Select People ) oy were in- 
joyn'd every Third Year, 7o Tythe the 
encreaſe of their Lands a Second 7 ime 
for Charitable ſes, ( after they had 
'Tythed it once for the maintenance of 
the Clergy: ) So we read, Deut. 14. 


They 
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They gave a Tythe extraordinary de- 
_—_ an Alms, to Four forts of Peo- 
Pie: 


1. The Stranger. 
2. The Fatherleſs. 
3. The Widow: And, 
- 4- The Poor Infirm Levite, that 
could not Officiate. 


And jn Harveſt, they were forbidden 
the Reaping every Corner of their Fields, 
and might not gather up the Gleanings: 
They were not permitted ro pull every 

er of Grapes in their Vintage : Nor 
to' beat every Bough of their O/zves : 
Nor to fetch a Sheaf forgotten. 
' © Theſe were Zlemoſynary parcels, de- 
ſign'd for the Relief of all that were Poor 
and Aﬀitted. Theſe Statutes are re- 
corded, Levit. 19. 23. ' And the fame 
Commands, and. Prohibitions, we find 
Deut. 24. rendring this ſingle, as fuffi- 
cient, 1 am the Lord, your God; which 
adds force to the Mandate, and puts a 
period to the Duty : as if the Sacred Yeo- 
lame had thus declard ; Murmur not 
at 
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at theſe Orders, nor grudge fuch: 
derable Leavings ; for, 7. am the. Lord, 
you are but Tenants at Will : All:you 
poſſeſs, is Mine: It is an Honour I do 
you, to give you the Title: You hold 
your Lands, your Lives, your All, of Me, 
by certain Services, and by Courteſie : 

I am the Lord; the Property Reſides in 
Me: Wi is nothin 


. T am the ___ from Me 'you receive 
all your Treafure; therefore, fear not 
Poverty : 1 gave you this, and can give 
you more ; take My Word, your Alns 
ſhall be doubled in Bleſlings, and reſtor d 
into your Boſoms. 

The Jews were Commanded not only 
to be Charitable in the Field, but had : 
plain Statute for Alms-grving, at their 
own Houſes, Det.15. If there is a Poor 
Man among thy Brethren, within thy Gates, 
thou ſhalt not harden thy Heart, nor ſhut 
thy Hand from thy poor Brother ; but thou 
ſhalt open thy Hand wide, . and th y Heart 


ſhall 
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ſhall: not be grieved, when thou Groeſt. 


Obſerve in the Text, 7hree Motives | 


to: Compaſſion. 


' x. The Man is Poor. 

2. He is near in Blood, One amonz 
thy Brethres. 

3. He zs within thy Gates. 


Let his Poverty make you ſenſible of 
his Want: Let his Relation move you 
to Pity : Let his Neighbourhood inflame 
your AﬀeQtion. And you may there 
take norice of Two directions in Giving : 


wk open; that is, Give Bountifully. 


2. With a willing Heart, free from 


Grudging. 
Theſe latter Authorities are derived 
from the Law that was given at Mount 
Simai. Let us now here the Prophets. 
| David maketh it a CharaGeriſtical 
Note of a good Man, to be Mercitul ; 
and holdeth giving Al/ms the beſt uſe of 
an Eſtate, Pſal. 72. 2. He nameth it the 
great work of the Meſſiah, to Defend 


the 


x. Diſpence your A/ms with a hand 


©. 
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the Poor, "Heal the Infirm; and Succour 


- the Aﬀicted. 


Solomon, his Son, informs us, Prov. 
29. 7: | A Righteous Man confidereth the 
cauſe of the Poor ; adding, in the 14. ver. 
of ' the ſame Chapter, 7he Xing that 
faithfully judgeth the Poor, ſhall have his 
Throne Eſtabliſhed : And this is the 
Wiſeſt'of Monarchs. 

. You may read in the Book of the 
Prophet ſazah, The way to Divine and 
Eternal How, bo dealing zh Bread to 
the Hungry, lodging Exales, covert 

the Naked - and, = ſtrange Phe os 
draw out thy Sew. to the Empty : Then 
He continues, 7hy Light ſhall ariſe from 
Obſcurity, thy priſtine Darkneſs ſhall be- 
come Light, and reſemble the Sun in its 
Glery. This is the Evangelical Prophet. 

We read in the 22. Chap. of Ezekiel, 
GOD threatneth rhe Jews with many 
terrible . Judgments, for Oppreſſing the 
Stranger, and Vexing the Fatherleſs and 
Widow. This is the Prieſt of the Cap- 
tives, transferr'd with Jehoiachim. 


Daniel 
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of incere Repentance; and will have 
, - Charity put into the definition of the 
Righteous. This is the Man of Viſions, 
 ro'whom all Changes, which ſhould con- 
&rn the Jews, from the Babylonian Cap- 
tivity, to the general Refurrection, was 
Revealed. Theſe preceded the Meſſiah ; 
and _ ir Writings make the biggefl 


part of . -— ox Let us now 


the Baptiſt. Theſe 
Avis are gn with the He demands ; 
Frait fit for Penitents to produce. Our 
dear Maſter Preacheth the fame 
St. Lake 11. Groe Alms of ſuch things as 
You have, and behold all things are od 

wato you: AS if CHRIST had told us, 
Alms are inſtead of all Levitical Purif- 
cations; end are accepted in Heaven 
:4Sooner than the curious Preſcription of 
Moſes. Love is a Flame that cleanſeth 


- *x better than the Legal Rites; and a Fire 


har is confiſtent with Holy Water ; the 
ſmall Sacrifices of Chriſtian Love, re- 
commended 1 in the New-Teftament, have 
Ver- 


"- 
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! maker "Alms the trueſt fign - 
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Supenor to the firſt Fruits, and 
dk gre ne ric Ten; 
to Sandifie our Whole 

A ade] it Firm and Fertile, and 
to ate it with our Iſſue. *7 more 
Bleſſed" to Groe, than to Recerve ; that's a 
_— the Bleed JES9S, which 
his Apoſtles Ciples g—_ 
Chriſtian will ackno W- 


Se. Peter mi ightily p prefieth us t0Chri- | 
ſtian Love, and H _ , I. Ep. cap. x. 
ver. 22. Seeing you” have ed © your 
_ i. Obeyimg the: Truth, through the 
, and to anfeig wed love of the Bre- 
thren, "ſee ther love one another with 
perre Heart fervently. This is the Prince 
of the Apoſtles. | 
St. John ſpeaks of ſo much, 
as Love and Charity, x Ep. on 
Let us Love one another, for Love 
GOD, &c. This is the Beloved Diſciple. 
Sr. James extols good Works much, . 
and ' with ſome .vehemence PFOMOres 
Charity ; deriding the Solifidian Protef- - 
ſors, that have nothing, [iz =» avwer,] 
beſides 


_ 
beſides a ſtrong credulity.; 
Jotion, upbraided ſome early Believers, 

Salvation: by Faith only. 
TE, was the cl Ghenihien UE 


of the Holy City Jeraſalem. 
which 


St.' Paul, whoſe Writings too 
wreſted'to their own Deſtruction ; 


was one.cauſe ſome other Apoltles'wrote 
He 


fo little, and ſome wrote nothing. 

was careful and zealous to deal with the 
Arſt” Chriſtians of Rome, and thoſe in 
| Greece and -Afa, for a 
Peter, St. James, and St.'Fobu 


 Profelytes, Gal.'2:- And this is the 
Doctor of the Gentiles. great 


Will-you have another addedi6.theſe 


Four great Apoſtles. The Author of 
that -Learned Epiſtle to +the: Hebrews, 

writeth 'in this manner; 7 de: Good, 'and 
to Communicate forget not ; 
Sacrifices'G'OD is well;pleaſed. © If you 
will contend, that Epiſtle was Written 
by St. Paul; [ ſhall be content to Humor 
you, ſeeing the Doctrine of good Works 
ſhall receive no ; ranges, by his Au- 


_ thority. Thus 


with\which 
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[as St. - 


Ju tad char . 
&d him, Ri leſt Tanetledronake | 


with ſuch 
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Abraham, fitting' at 'the door of his 
- | Tent; looketh for ome weary Traveller, 
to whom he py ive an «0 liſtanee/of 
frye de repeated Works 
of Mercy, CET the pms) Title 
of the Father of the Faithful. ' 
= Lot, Nanding at the Gate of his Cty, 
K, doth expe& ſome diſtreſſed to 


Taſte tefobialc; Ye gave h war 
dring' a Meeting, leſt he ſhould 
be prevented 'in his Courteſies. This" 
| was 'an Oriental: Prince and 
ouch of the Five Cities, and Lord 
k Wis the cultlini'of 'Feb to enter- 
tain the Fatherleſs in his Houſe, 'and in- 
the Poor: to'his own Fes This 
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 Hvilew, for chr nt” ibuti 
ons? af. rf and Alms of Corneline 
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2 Treaſarer for rhe 


wrought Miracles, toſatisfic their Wants © | 


in the: Wilderneſs; | chooſing  rather-to 


Faſt Forty Days, than'to multiply Loaves 


for appeaſing his own Hunger ; *He ha- 
ving no Hook to hide his Head in,; laid 


his Commands upon the Heavens, "that 


his Followers mi "it be freal iti the 
Injuries" of "the il} Weather. While he 


was -comtenredly depriv'd| of ordinary 


conveniencies, He was not contented his 
Diſciples ſhould ſuffer ; but, for theirfakes, 
made-uſe of his Divinity, that He might 
ſhew Himſelf Hoſpitable in the Defarr. 
'Tis-not-for Mer alone to to, 
or clam the Glory that a Chriſtian 


Love; for Women ſeem: naturally:more 


Compaſſionate. Sacred- and 
Story will furniſh us with Infinite Prece- 
dents' of "their Charity : 'The Zereptan 
Widdow,-to relieve: the Prophet E/zab, 
hazzards the Pining of her ſelf, and her 
Son, and purs to the adventure; all the 
fad accidents of- a+ miſerable Fainine: 
Another caſt Twakias into the Conkis, 
SR CI 


Poor 
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Poor of all forts were Relieved: / It was 
Hee'Whole Pittance;' and to approve her 
ſlfiCharitable, ſhe runs the'Riskof the 
meſt" diſconſolate- effets of Poverty. 
Charkty( the Name is Feminine,' and ) 
hattalways been PiQtur'd in the-Shape, 
and-with the Features of a Beautiful Wo- 
man * /The Chriſtian- Church takes de- 


tight-in” the rehiearfal of the'/Names of + 


her loving, and her' officious Daughters : 
St ny ſuch as Dorcaz, ;that im- 
ploy,” and] pleaſe themſelves in 'Lodging 

trangers ; in working admirable Pieces 
for Temples and Altars ; and-defign- 
ing-their Srudies%nd Portions for the 
publiek'Uſes of True Religion.” * They 
exerciſe their Chriſtian Verrues; by giv- 
ing Aims daily, Waſhing the Saints Feet, 
Viſiting the Sick, and Comforting all 
thoſe thatare in any Tmrianner of Affliction. 
 Credible Hiſtorians acquaint us*with 
the Hoſpitality of the Ancient City® Bre- 
tmore, in Ttaly; how the Burgeſles vyed 
Bounty, Gz ſtrived to exceed one another, 
in putting Obligations upon Strangers. 
Sq great was their emulation ro do good, 
F q that, 


7 


E 


ns 
choice of one of thoſe Names for their 
: Houſe, to which 


et 


ef : FA 
Bonk, ho'his Hou," with ſigns "$24 


umph : And, Jes cf 
attended 

_- at Vier 

Far many 


'Tis not alwa wt. mn ry 
well with fo myc 
times, Works of M a=. oy be 
with privacy. wot a 71 
thou gruefÞ Alms, fays our dear hwy 
St. Marthew 6. No, not » Trumpet, ſays 
Chryſologus ; becauſe ſuch 
' tended with a Noiſe, cometh not: f 
much like 2 Friend, as like an Enemy : 
It ſeems to Inſult over the Wants of _ 
C- 


yg 


” _—_ 
. bd . 
[0 
Kee 
I 


Wo, 


He 


to diſcover it, and Z7hy 
MAP, cl ein 
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uch as.afford us.in. this Life, no c 
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takes .it "into, 


takes to ballance off Lotks Hao 
fi 


oy 


or Deed, 
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Then fbalt fied it ; Thou thy ſelf Tis 
- Kindneſs, far al Prfrs have 

he moan bur thar 
. — homer ſeize his Sons or Nephews: 


(7s) 


ſat if pulwkine to ſecure your Poſiefli- 
ons 


retain what you: —_ 
themiain ric — 


Manſjons, in the Houſe of 
r-Farhir; where every to- 
ken-of Chriſtian' Love ſhall a appear an 
Ornament to the Donor, to him 
bright as a Star, and ferve his Appart- 
TIE I RAT > ans; 
; good Sir, ſhould you then demand 

» Requical ar the Harid of him 
con Receiveth' the Boon? As if you 
Man to. be: 60 D's Re- 


er, but you | 
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ad. with the Difes 
that Juſt and. Bountiful, Maſter. 
veth.> Wauld you- haye many 4 Qan 
return'd 2 Or;- would you, be highly: 
Courted > Or, baſely. latter d - out; of 
your Benevolence ? Thanks and Praiſes 


ie kerledrn Bros CITE 


Debts, - but only ſerve to- corrupt 
Spirits: \- Make your {elf greater than. 
that, and manifeſt more Honour.,chan 
that comes: to; fot to digburſe conſidera- 


ble Surnms for thoſe baſe ends, is:no 


part of Charzty, bur an ill Exchange, } ... 
Where real Effes. are Bartered. for 
Oyly Words, and Slaviſh ' Geſtures; 
[ Gratis non datur quod gratiis nr 
ſo doing, you fell your Kindnefs, a 
make but a bad Market ; becauſe, at the 
ſame time, you loſe Poſleſſion of that you 
had, and loſe fight of your Pay-Maſtes, 


If that be your way to diſtribute Bread, 
for the fake of reſpeftive Honours and 
you muſt compound with them 
for the whole Debt ; and accepting leſs 


than half Pay, for the Whole, take yaur 


_ kave of additional Bleflings, and tuture 


Glory ; 


Glory ; cluiſing to- take the Word of « 


pon the Waters, 
vary themſelves in _ Figures, 


tire, and lives 

SE, ku did im- 
arr, ou have given over for loſt : Tis 
your Fear im ſeth upon your 
Reafors; ma be return'd in a- 
nother Narure, in a larger meaſure. 
How, are you qualified to Receive, but 
are not contented to Give? -Is it your 
+ > ER 


, rather that , holla Ce 
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he was fure of the Other : As there is 
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(29) 
ne 
1s put by an Fin 

gure, Fa that Fruit and Recompents; 
which, after many days, follows the Act 
of Giving, ut is ſo comriv'd, to-rentler 
the Giver as certaini of the One, as ever 


er many Days, ſays the Royal I 
I ſays the Miſer, m 
band gh ns with waiting, groan the In- 
my Money ; ie wil be 
(and 1 know not how long 
you boy. Cad know bow I give 
away. Doth my Father lye the eaſier 
in his Grave, for the Legacy he left to 
oe uu genes His condition 
ROT been more cafic [ESP 
a 


The Wicked and Blood-Thirfty - Man 
. ſhall not Ire out balf bis Days ; for Wick- 
_ ed, you may read Uncharitable, becauſe 


the greater-part of Wickedneſs 
from a defet- of Charity. But _ 
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__ C&) 
ſhall be Days added to 'the Bountiful 
Matt's Years, as to Hezekiab's; until his' 
Yeats, with his Vertues, encreaſe beyond 
the number of his Hairs, and procure for 
him” everlaſting Benedictions, and Em- 
hk 
na Tt cafter many Days : 

Tis as if the TIE faid, Thou 
ſhalt live many Days, tv do good with 
thy Riches; and, Fir chan haſt finithr' 
thy Courle, of muktiplying good Offices 

to thy. Brethren; then, After mary Days, 
thou ſhalt find | Heavenly Treafure, 
to the Accompliſhinient of thy Felicity. 
Think” not the time long, becauſe the 
Pay is in; Lime it = rs: be- 
—_— leffings are grow- 
ing for Sar ort, and mulnplying 
for oth Ute oo Advantage. Why 
ſhould'you rhink' the Time long, when 
all Time is inconſiderable, leſs than a 
\ compard with that Erernity, 
which thall afford'you an Abyſs of Joys, 
and Treafures, A os 

Thou -fhalt” find” it after 
There is. a Time fet a —_—_ 


er. mas. 
have. it; 
ED non 


$,. a 'Mma- 
he, 
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"However, for our greater 
ment; there are t Renumerations 
g 'for thoſe that are Charitable; 
they ſhall have their Wiſhes very much 
grartify'd in this'Workd; and inthe World 
to” come; their Hopes ſhall! expire in a 
Fruition. Here, in' this Life, you 
receive tho Wages of Love, in'a 
goo metre; but; in the next, you 
enjoy what 'you in a fatis- 
factory' manner; or, pars Chaldee Pa- 
 raphmſe reads it; Plemarily. For ifideed, 
theſe words, After mary Days, are: prin- 
referr'd to the Reſurrection, and 
furare! Glory. Can- you pretend to 
Chriſtian: Fairh 'and'' Zope, and: at the 
ſame'time, Deſpair and Murmur? Will 
you: your G 0 D' the Time, any 
more than the Method of Payment : ? 
Hear the'Voice of our Saviour ! 'Lo, / 
come: Yet you ſay, Where is the Pro- 
miſe of his Coming ? If there be many 
Days. before Chriſt's Advent; there is the 
greater: Preparation making tor your 
will. fuly faafied for nenking che 
be A Or 2 t 
Lord's Leiſure. G 2 >Shorten 
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 Shorten not-your Hand'of Reliefy be- 


cauſe-GOD oayittrlangct, for the whole 
Tune of your Forbearance :: You ſpoyl 


your Recompence, by coveting to _— 


it ſuddenly. Coniforr your ſelf in 


lating de giod Offs Offices you ky ons per 


CO Prem ants Comfores of this 


Life, that are _ conferrd 'and 
_—_ by the Chari 


Earneſt of a future: Reward. : Have a 


little Patience, the-Days may be! many; 
Eo or Days, that 


- *Tis not long, .c're: Mercies 
will jentifully return into your Boſorn. 


Sun's Motion. ; how Chriſt, 


importing, 
the Son 'of Righteouſnels, hath in. this 
in. 


Day many great Works to 
the Hearts of the F aitliful; many Divine 
Graces 


Perſon, as ſure 


Tune of waiting isnot expreſt by. 
Tears, or Menths, nor by ſo muchas 


Weeks ; bur only by: \Days, that-quickly: 
come to their Period.- - - Days -are"men- 
tioned, becauſe a Day receives denomi-. 
nation from, and has :reference to the: 
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Graces to quicken; many Methods of 
Holineſs,” and Meaſures of Redemption 
to: finiſh ; we muſt not antedate our 
__ or- others Happineſs. When the 
Work of Chriſt is perfect in us, we ſhall 
ſurely find the Reward of our Charity. 

Come then 'with a chearful Heart, 
and a Liberal Hand ; give the World an 
Inſtarice of that Love and Bounty, which 
appears ifiimparting much to many ; and 
ſhows' it ſelf with advantage in the quan- 
_ tiry of the Gift, and the multitude of 
Receivers. . 

He that Soweth Bountifully, (or as the 
Greek readeth, in Bleſſings ) 2 Cor. 10. ſhall 
Reap in Benediftions and plentifully. The 
Apoſtle: there proveth, That the fame 
Aſſurance . the Seed-Man has of an In- 
creaſe, according to the rtion of 
his Sowing, that GO D-will multiply his 
Favours upon the A/ms-grver, with equi- 
volent augmentations © Glory. 

It was David's way of Praying, and 
ought: to be ours, Fave Mercy upon us, 
0 Lord, according to the multitude of thy 
Mercies : Which is ſofar Dodtrinal, that 
q | "" "ory we 


| (86) 
we muſt afford a multitude of Mercies 
to our poor Brethren; and then we 
rey the Throne of Grace wi 
bo having Affurance that our 
Petitions will be Anſwered. 

Tou fhall find it, after many Days , 
fays the Royal Preacher; and, tho a 
Miſer may refuſe it, yet a pod Chriſti 
an. ought to look upon 's Ward, 
as better Security than Bond and Judg- 
ment. You are to have Regard to the 
poor Man's Wants, and at the ſame time, 
to your own Ability ; and confiding in 
Providence, are to Give rather more 
than your Eſtate can afford ; for ſuch is 
the Advice of the diſcreet Noble-man to 
his Son ; Tobit, Chap. 4. Of abundance, 
Give accordingly. Df «a Little be not a- 
fraid of grving Alms of that Little ; » for 
thereby thou boardeſt up to thy felf Trea- 
ſure azainſt the p heh Neves Did 
I not tell you this ? His Opinion 

 —p. mine ; Bo Yau are tolive upon 
the thi ou gave awa 
It follows in _— IO. es of en 4/Ciup. 
Alms deliver, from Death ; meaning 
Death 


FIny 
< dE io as” 


Py am very loath 
Þ  prefent Eſtate, 
xrelent F. Conſideration : fr is 

your Miſtake; you part with na pr 
Eſtate, and you receive that, at Rea 
Vin t to be your fatisfaQion. 
would you be Recom penſed*for? 


IT as you rparſe-4 
u 


e you to be yours; but 

Tier 15 poke bn has you can 
- ofa Thouſand Manors,and Ten 
uſani vices, of Cattle, theſe may 
== £4 and your Conceit, and 
E oſkeſling, you may 


y Humours; but, in- 


oO u_ your 
Game, with: all che he Delights and Gal- 
larttries of your r Family ; our of all theſe, 
you can take no more than Mea Drink 
and Cloathing ; for <ubrorn a ſmall Eſtate 
would ſuffice. But, here, you are Su- 


G 4 per1or 


| Fightof his Miſeris, bethe Rule of your 
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ted to your diſpoſal; and, here, you 
haye-a ready way pointed out, to make 
a Temporal Income to, become Spiritual 


and Eternal : for, only by giv ' Alms, 
> - 


you ſhall lay up for your ſelf 'Trea 
1n Heaven, of which you can never be 
depriv'd; and you ſhall forthwith receive 
ſome Temporal fatisfaQion, for, your 
Acts ED: For the Moan 
never fails of particular Bleſſings in thi 
Life, by Health, Strength, Wir, Peace, 

by a god WE. ty bojefl 
Friends, by a good Wi 0 
Children, by ſecret nec in the 
Mind, and Joy that is unſpeakable ; by a 
clear Reputation, and quier Conſcience : 
By ſome or more of theſe Enjoyments, the 
Charitable Perſon ſhall immediately find 
his Bread, that he hath ſcatterd'upon 
the Waters. 

Placing, therefore, One Eye upon 
your preſent Condition, fix the Other on 
the poor Man's Neceflities; and. let the 


Mere 
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Mercies;, for, -in 4lms-yrving, much-is 
bur a little, where more- is wanting ; 
and a little is much, where that li 
ary” the greedy. Chuft plead 

Let the . Chuft -2 Di 
ſtinion , of <4 and mine: Let him 
do what he can to ſecure Property :. Let 
him Intail his Lands, and enterprize all 
' he may, to confirm his Title, or inte 
his Polſſions: Let him call Good. Work, 
a kind of Community, and oppoſe Alms 
as much as levelling : Let him fay, : All 
thar TI hold, is mine; and what wrong 
can I commit, by keeping my own to 
my ſelf 2 .For my part, Sir, I love Peace 
and Plenty ; your Speech-making ought 
tobe diredted to them, that affe&t Lawleſs 
Lives, or Civil-Wars, ſ{ceking to deprive 
others of their Rights, and their Inhe- 
ritance. . I ſhould like Relig7on better, if 
theTeachers were not as ſo manyLeaches, 
Give, give, continually ; T love to hear 
them' Preach up Chriſt Crucity'd, and 
forbear their old Popiſh Stories of Aims 
and Good-TWorks : You know, there 
was no Beggar in 1/rael; and, beth 

as = a 
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Taxk*Maſter General, there ſhould be | © 
none left in Ewpland, Bur, I'think, of all || '* 
poor People, the poor Gentleman is the | & 
moſt importunate;, his is always | if 
fall of Briefs; and Letters 0 Re aelt : fu 
and I feldom fee one of that "Tribe, but Þ| © 
Tam feeling in my Pocket. P 
When you have ſpoken your plea- || © 
ſure, Nabal, againſt Chriſtian Love, and 
CI Contributions, = is oy one } 
way of wounding - your felf with your 
own Nor, eine the way to make ſc 
that you poſſes your own, is by, your || ® 
power of diſpoſal : Which, if it benever | ® 


pur into AR, how can you be allured || ® 
you have ſuch a Power. By gwing it 
2-way, we come to know it is yours; 
and, as without Property, there can be 
- noCharity; ſoCharity, inits ſeveral AQts, 
doth bett confirm Property - From the 
Laws of 7hize and Mae, you bring an 
all Inference, whereas, by Giving, thoſe 
Laws are beſt pitt in Execution: You 
muſt give, not only for the Preſervation 
of Diſcipline and Order, but allo for the 
maintenance of your Title. Unleſs as 
Brea 
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Bread be yours, how can you diſpoſe of 
ir? There is neither Givdag, nor 'Obli- 
gation by Gift, where all is m common. 
If you peruſe the principal Cauſes, of the 
firſt diſtintion between Maze and Thine , 
long, ago confirm'd by Cuſtom, by the 
Poltive Laws of GOD, and of all Nati. 
ons; you will find theſe, among others: 

I. Encouragement to Labour, ro pre- 
vent Idleneſs ; for, wheresthe moſt In- 
duſtrious, and the moſt Negl:gent Per- 
ſon, were to be ſharers alike of a com- 
mon Fund, too many would [ye basking 
in the Sun, while _ were Sweating 
at their Imp 

2. For Breſervative of Peace ; » they 
being moſt remote from War, that have 

moe pr who cannot ſoon be in- 
ducd to Fight, ſo long as they can qui- 
etly enjoy their Effe , and Fruits : of 
their Lobo and Indultry. 

3. 7o diſtinguiſh Families ; becauſe it 
the Will of Heaven, ' that ſome 
Houſes ſhould be remarkable for Ble 
ſome for Yertues; and that ſome 
be ſtiled, from their Inheriting of An- 
cient 


to remain Slaves and Peaſants. 
With this diſtinQtion, of Thine and 
Mine,' began a Subordination of Men 


in Civil Societies, for the ſake of Go- 


vernment. Bur, of all rheſe cauſes of 
difference of Eſtates, none is greater 
than' this, , That there might be ſome 
Endowed with Ri to impart; and 
that there might be ſome poor People, 
to make of the Rich Man's Faith 
in. GO D's Promiſes, and deſign'd for his 
own Good, to make Experiment upon. 
his' Charity : That, by contributing 
much in this Life, he might obtain, in 
the next, a more Illuſtrious and 
Inheritance. Art thou a Proprietors 
yet.you muſt own a Lord in chief of all 
your Subſtance. 

The Earth is the Lord's, and the Ful- 
weſs thereof ; all = are held of him 
in-.Capite So, to alleadge Property, 
GD Commands you to dirburſe 
ſomerhing upon his Account, is to fay 


ſore- 


Idle: Generatimm, born under Command, 
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fomewhat that is anſwer'd by the Laws of 
Supream Right, and ſaſpended. by the 
degrees- of Charity. It is enough, that: 
you have-the Honour, and the Happi-: 
neſs of Diſtribution, - and. to reſerve: & 
for;/your. own Uſes : Take whar' 
| for. your Family; defraud- not 
your Succeſſors ; .and' behold thoſe poor: 
People yonder, are ſent to be Sharers of 
all that is to be ſpar'd from You, and: 
ir Poſterity : If this or that be. need+ 
to. you, the ſame preſently becomes: 
one.of their Neceſfaries : And what your 
reſerve, cannot be ſo much your own; 
becauſe it is over-plus to your Uſe every: 
way, unleſs you pur it to Intereſt, tothar 
Company: of  Beads-Men : For, at the 
Inſtant you diſpoſe it to-them, the ſame: 
is entered: in the Day-Book of. Heaven ; 
SEES eros 

1d _: you nd it, After 
many. Days, infinitely multiply'd. 
Obſerve, how Nature communicates ; 
The. Sws, out of his abundance of Light, 
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gives 2 Largeſsof it to the Moon ; Lucme 
gives Alms of the Light:ſhe receives 8 . 
| e 
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the Farth, that' is founded in Darkneſs: 
This Earth, having no Liglit to'fpare; 
freely imparts fuch uſeful Matters; as'ſhe 
carnes; thoupt-of another Growth and 
Temper, ro/her' in Inhabitants: 
The'Clouds, newly replenifht with: 
empty their Stores upon' the 
Mountains ; they diſcharging Warne 

into the Rivers that over-flow; pay Tri- 
bute ro- the ' wide Ocean. Nilus and 


les Ravenous; while the ' more Civilky 
Creatures of every Species, have been) 
famous in Story, for” many 'tokens of 
AﬀeQtion ; ſhewing howall things; from. 
the higheſt ro- the loweſt, 
for * a mutual Relief: Here ' and there is: 
an accurſed Shimei, or 'a churliſh Nabat 
excepted ; that” ſays, Who- is David 2 

Talk not-ro-me of the King; or the Pro- 
pet; Tknow-not that Manin the World; 
tor whoſe fake 1 ——— 
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Litas WY, ns & gp gi: i619 
gers.. le, that 

Ln fro to: be Meni; 
od, that you may -know, every. Man-is 
value, than aMint of Gold.and 
ver-:; Would. you loſe; a win. Fe for-g 
Morſel of Bs ; "Shall take my 
ry AE Sc} :doft; thou ro 'Tis 


indeed; by. the Favour of a 
ter Mater than.thou-art ; but'ſo, 
that It .i5.ngt. always, and! every way 
thine. . + comin Glenteta the 


Conveyance,, that ſpeaks it thy:Bread 
to..Gzpe, not, thine to. with-hold': *Tis 
yours. tq a:ſpeſe, of, not to detain; the 
pofal; of which,. looks toward - the 
ox. of Saints. that” is :on Earth, 
Xf is-Bready of 
ead,"of participation in 
Wai 2x-4 as the. Exchariftical Bread 
By MI ſach -in -Churches : And; 
for, maintaining; a Correſpondence, be- 
tween. Divine: and Humane Love, ,and 
 Efdets,. we-are taught to engl 
| Petitions; Tis you, Miſer, that 
es bold. to.change ourLord's Form of. 


Prayer ; 
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IS (96 ;) ih 
that Towr Bread, in 
Pre | aig which is CO 
Bread, - in iis Language of our Re. 
deemer ; And thart'1s, and oupht'to-te 
the./diom of -ll g6od Chriſtians. Which 
word [ Oz: ]: doth- import 'a Chriſtian: 
Communication. - | 
Shall 'I take my Bread, atjd Caſt it 
the Waters 2” How dare you put. 
fa Queſtion? Impudent Man, fays St. 
Ambroſe, * What is thine but” thy "Sins > 
| Did you command” the Earth to nou- 
riſh it? the Clouds'to Water it? the Swe 
to Ripen it? What was ours when 
you came-into' this Wor | | 
' and iNaked 2 What Silver and” Go | 
did'ſt thou bring in thy hands? *What 
Furniture for a Houſe > What Garments' 


R 
m_—_ 


pI 
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tion ; for, -all yon Poll, y 

. cciv'd. The Richeſt Heir” muſt” ac- 
| knowledge himſelf beholding ro the 
Rule of Chariey, Here you found all 
at your Entrance, 'and Here you ſhall 


leave all at: your Departure; you ſhall 
; not 
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HONIFS" (97) OE 
Hot carry Wi fo much; 25'ts 
upon your es. AI ek el 
you much'eovet and hoard, withour 
akitng' your”: hve will ſtay "behind; 
unlefs-you rake” this only fure' way to 
make rhem'F6ars, and them with 
you, by the preceeding Methods of 
That is'#'way, that will'cer= - 
Trainly convey your Lands and' Goods to | 
furire:'Uſe'> which will at” once, 
Sandtifying+ them, dedicate them E- 
terlly to your Service. 

- T6 ſecnre!r thoſe unjuſt Gettings of 
ESE LS 

te, as you 
t0 be 'made-/at'the' ſame time” on your - 
Poſterity ; you! /muſt / take! \Solomon's 
Counſel; for fo will it wear well, and 
endure many Generations: *' 

"Hear me' farther © Is not he,-that purs 
this Queſtion, like the ſame Man, thar, 
in a few hte" Years got an' Eſtate by 
Frand and Oppreffion? And'dare you fay, 
ShallI Caft my'Bread apon"the Waters, 
when all the Goods you poſſeſs, ma 
beſo many private Wrougs, or public 

H Grie- 


SA ] 'L 4 : d of 8: 
ſtreſs :'-W is; Caleſtial Vertue, 
only .-what may; pad ay 
[= ee Dinh as are eater Ornamien! 
and . ements | of. yaur.-c 
than ne paged 
-be 


od Rabegione.. | 

But your State poles Maes, 
you have,-and more 2 Believe.me,,1No ! 
both Commands you to 1g <g 0 


Your - Honour - is by your 
ferment, t9,do g Eg 
Tule ; Shoperer is abſ 


to your Perſon, is 'niot; to » be 
by Cheriy, which-calls for.onl 
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and, with ſome of that,” would have 


) oat not, i . 
of your Neceſlaries, but your Ex- 
ings: He deſires no prejudice to your 
to;'your Viees; /and; ſeeking 


ſparedichnch of theicoftly Peart; 


caſed ſome pb6r Tenants: I would have 


ae} - , , tua) wi. 
= doe 
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ifome! poor | 


 deem'di; forme; poor 'Captives 3 1 would Þ 

['Eravellerss©Þ wonld have ſer ſome poer 

ein I would 

; have phcell| Orphans Appren- 
_ 2750 roo. 9m —> the 


dT ch of good: Lacan, 

bcc ado; ; ſome? 
tal Founded, Sc So ſhould: ou. ſe 54 
ſelves,Here, 
-andHereafter acquire ire Manhons of Everni- 
br SS thould you you Live warm wedar” God 


Fort va = begin to. Xmas at; the 
tight end 
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